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It’s a good tinme to be a child in Anerica. The federal Governnent’s
fifth annual report, Anerica s Children: Key National Indicators of

Wel | Being, 2001 brings encouraging news for children in several areas.
Chi | dhood poverty is decreasing, children are nore likely to have at

| east one parent working, adol escent births are at an all tine |ow,
children are nore likely to have health insurance, the adol escent death
rate is declining, and 10th and 12th graders are less likely to snoke.

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is working hard to
provide a bright future for the health of America’s children. To

bol ster the downward trend in the teen pregnancy rate, HHS has nade
nore than $17.1 nmillion in new grants available to help 49 communities
devel op and i npl enent absti nence-only educati on prograns for young
peopl e age 12 to 18. Moreover, new HHS regul ati ons increase

i ndi vidual states’ flexibility to provide health insurance coverage to
children under the State Children’s Health Insurance Program By
encouragi ng states to adapt the programto the needs of their own
children and famlies, this programw || nake it possible for even nore
children to be covered by health insurance.

The America’s Children report is a concerted effort by all federa
agenci es that conpile statistics on children to make their information
available to the public and to policymakers in a single, conprehensive,
yet concise account. This statistical snapshot provides val uable

i nformati on that those in federal service or private sector can use to
continue to inprove the status of the nation's nobst precious asset, its
chil dren.

A copy of the report is available at: http://ww.chil dstats. gov
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